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him coldly, expressing to the marshal his dissatisfaction at
his having been "brought away from his regiment. The
Emperor tad another reason for his unfriendly welcome.
Although of short stature himself, Napoleon had a great
preference for tall, strong, masculine men; but Sainte-Croix
was small, slight, and with the face of a pretty fair-com-
plexioned woman. In this feeble-seeming body, however,
there was a soul of steel, an heroic courage, and a restless
activity. The Emperor soon recognised these qualities, but,
thinking that it was enough for Sainte-Croix to have started
with the rank of major, he did nothing for him during that
campaign. When, however, in 1809, Massena was put in
command of an army corps, he remembered how the Emperor
had reproved him for attaching Sainte-Croix to his staff
without leave, and asked and obtained him for his aide-de-
camp.

In one of the actions preceding our entry into Vienna
Sainte-Croix took a flag from the enemy, and the Emperor made
him colonel; at Essling he showed wonderful courage and in-
telligence, and the Emperor's prejudice against him was com-
pletely destroyed by the important services which he rendered
to Massena's corps when acting as advanced guard on the isle
of Lobau. The Emperor went every day to inspect the fortifica-
tions on the island, remaining on foot for seven or eight hours.
These long walks fatigued Massena, who was already a little
infirm, and General Becker, chief of the staff", often could not
answer the Emperor's questions, while Sainte-Croix, with his
wonderful activity and intelligence, knew everything, foresaw
everything, and could give the most exact information.
Thus Napoleon fell into the way of applying to him, and
gradually Sainte-Croix became, if not dejure, certainly de facto
chief of the staff to the army corps which was defending the
island of Lobau.

It would have been so easy for the Austrians to bombard
us out of this island, that the Emperor went away each
evening with regret, and passed each night in cruel anxiety.
As soon as he awoke he wished to have news of Mass&aa's
corps j and Sainte-Croix had orders to report to him in, iis